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(IraqiNews.com) At least 8 people, including a police officer, were
killed in a suicide car-bomber attack outside an Iraqi army base in
western Baghdad on Sunday morning. A security source from the

western al-Hammariah district told IraqiNews.com that “two suicide
bombers attacked an Iraqi army checkpoint at the entrance of Hilla (a
district in the western outskirts of Baghdad) wounding three civilians
and a police officer.” “The three civilians managed to escape, but the
police officer was killed,” he added. Meanwhile, two suicide-bombers
hit al-Intisar army base wounding three soldiers in Baghdad, a police
officer said. Last month, authorities reportedly foiled an attempt to

assassinate al-Sadr by a bomber driving a car packed with explosives.
The failed assassination attempt happened two months after al-Sadr
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ordered his militia, al-Mahdi Army, to reduce violence in Baghdad.
Violence in the Iraqi capital has eased slightly since the announcement

of al-Sadr’s call to “work to improve security in Baghdad and the
provinces” to start a new cycle for calm in Iraq.Q: How to return the
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in leukotriene B4-induced neutrophil migration. Leukotriene B4 (LTB4) is an important
proinflammatory mediator, and functional polymorphisms in the LTB4 receptor 1 (BLT1) have
been associated with chronic inflammatory diseases, particularly in patients with asthma. We
hypothesized that BLT1, in collaboration with other proinflammatory signal transduction
pathways, plays a crucial role in the LTB4-induced neutrophil chemotaxis. Using a humanized
transgenic BLT1-GFP reporter mouse, we first showed that overexpression of BLT1 in
neutrophils induces their chemotaxis, an effect reversed by a BLT1 inhibitor. This LTB4-induced
neutrophil chemotaxis was prevented by transfection of plasmids encoding a dominant negative
form of Akt (DN-Akt) or extracellular signal-regulated kinase (ERK). IKCa1 is the specific
Ca2+-activated K+ channel essential for neutrophil chemotaxis and activation. As we previously
demonstrated that IKCa1 was responsible for Ca2+ influx during LTB4 chemotaxis, we assessed
the effect of both the expression of IKCa1, or its inhibitor, iberiotoxin, on the chemotactic
response to LTB4. In contrast to previous reports, we found that neither IKCa1 overexpression
nor its inhibition modified the LTB4-induced chemotaxis. However, the IKCa1 inhibitor blocked
the LTB4-induced ERK1/2 activation. The expression of the IKCa1 antagonist peptide, (i.e., the
inhibitory peptide of IKCa1 channel, XE991) enhanced the migratory response to LTB4. Blocking
ERK1/2 activation by PD98059 prevented the LTB4-induced neutrophil chemotaxis and
enhanced the inhibitory peptide. The LTB4-induced neutrophil chem 3ef4e8ef8d
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